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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 1028

Introduced by: Representative Kloucek and Senator Volesky

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Urging amoratorium on the importation of certain cattle

and beef products.

WHEREAS, Americansenjoy the safest and most abundant food supply intheworld, which
reflects the tremendous productivity and efficiency of our agricultural economy; and

WHEREAS, itiscritically important to the peopl e of the United Statesto maintain the safety
and rdiability of our food supply and to protect our food supply from contamination from
whatever source; and

WHEREAS, the dramatic increase in the incidence of Bovine Spongiform Encephal opathy
inEuropehasprompted the World Health Organization to declareits" exposureworldwide" thus
critically threatening the safety of our food supply. This outbreak of "mad cow disease"
introduces a frightening and lethal condition that could spread to many parts of the world if
proper measures are not taken to contain it; and

WHEREAS, inrecent yearsthe world's food supply hasfaced additional threatsinthe form
of foot and mouth diseaseand the presence of food-borneillnessesand il ness-causng organisms,

such as sailmonella, E. coli bacteria, and listeria monocytogenes, as well as the emergence of
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antibiotic-resstant organisms associated with contamination of the food supply; and

WHEREAS, the taxpaying consumers have made a huge investment in food safety and have
the right to know that their food supply is protected, and United States growers and producers
are subject to numerous regulations designed to protect food safety. The co-mingling of food
produced and processed under these rigorous standards with food from other sources is a
practice that undermines the credibility of our food system; and

WHEREAS, the agricultural sector of the American economy is capable of providing asafe
and sufficient food supply to meet the needs of the American people and to avoid some of the
more serious sources of food-borne illnesses:

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED, by theHouse of Representativesof the Seventy-
gxth Legidature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the South
Dakota Legidature urges Congress to impose a moratorium on al imports of live cattle, besf,
pre-cooked beef, and all beef products for a period of three years or until importers can prove
that the cattle and beef are free of Bovine Spongiform Encephal opathy or mad cow disease and

free of foot and mouth disease for the protection of the American consumer.



